
MSCI ESG 
SUSTAINABLE IMPACT METRICS

MSCI.COM/ESG-INTEGRATION | MSCI

Institutional investors are increasingly looking for ways to steer capital towards companies that provide solutions to 

major social and environmental challenges, but achieving impact at scale has proven to be a challenging proposition. 

The U.N. Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), representing a broad consensus of global stakeholders around 

17 ambitious development goals, provide a useful foundation for a framework to apply the principles of impact 

investing to public equities. MSCI ESG Sustainable Impact Metrics aims to measure revenue exposure to sustainable 

impact solutions and support actionable thematic allocations in line with the SDGs.
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INCORPORATING SUSTAINABLE IMPACT IN YOUR INVESTMENT PROCESS

FROM MSCI ESG RESEARCH INC.

FRAMEWORK OVERVIEW

THE SUSTAINABLE IMPACT THEMES ARE IN ALIGNMENT WITH U.N. SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS

http://www.msci.com/esg-integration
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MSCI ESG RESEARCH TAXONOMY OF SUSTAINABLE IMPACT SOLUTIONS
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SOCIAL IMPACT METRICS

Detailed information on the percentage of revenue 

companies derive from six social themes, covering 

approximately 2,500 companies in the MSCI ACWI Index.

KEY SUSTAINABLE IMPACT TOOL FEATURES

IDENTIFY COMPANIES EXPOSED TO SUSTAINABLE 

IMPACT THEMES

Predefined screens are designed to help clients easily 

identify sustainable impact companies that also meet 

minimum ESG standards.

GRANULAR REVENUE DATA

Create revenue thresholds to customize screens using 

granular revenue data on thousands of companies to 

support sustainable investing strategies.

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT METRICS 

Detailed information on the percentage of revenue 

companies derive from five environmental themes, 

covering 8,500 companies in the MSCI ACWI Investable 

Market Index.

PORTFOLIO REPORTING ON SUSTAINABLE IMPACT

Measure revenue exposure of a portfolio (per $M 

invested) to sustainable impact themes and compare it 

to a benchmark.

http://www.msci.com/esg-integration


ABOUT MSCI 

For more than 40 years, MSCI’s research-based indexes and analytics have helped the world’s leading investors 

build and manage better portfolios. Clients rely on our offerings for deeper insights into the drivers of performance 

and risk in their portfolios, broad asset class coverage and innovative research. Our line of products and services 

includes indexes, analytical models, data, real estate benchmarks and ESG research. MSCI serves 97 of the top 100 

largest money managers, according to the most recent P&I ranking. For more information, visit us at www.msci.com.
The information contained herein (the “Information”) may not be reproduced or redisseminated in whole or in part without prior written permission from MSCI ESG Research. The Information 
may not be used to verify or correct other data, to create any derivative works, to create indexes, risk models, or analytics, or in connection with issuing, offering, sponsoring, managing or 
marketing any securities, portfolios, financial products or other investment vehicles. Historical data and analysis should not be taken as an indication or guarantee of any future performance, 
analysis, forecast or prediction. MSCI ESG Research is provided by MSCI Inc.’s subsidiary, MSCI ESG Research Inc., a Registered Investment Adviser under the Investment Advisers Act of 1940. 
MSCI ESG Research materials, including materials utilized in any MSCI ESG Indexes or other products, have not been submitted to, nor received approval from, the United States Securities and 
Exchange Commission or any other regulatory body. None of the Information or MSCI index or other product or service constitutes an offer to buy or sell, or a promotion or recommendation 
of, any security, financial instrument or product or trading strategy. Further, none of the Information is intended to constitute investment advice or a recommendation to make (or refrain from 
making) any kind of investment decision and may not be relied on as such. The Information is provided “as is” and the user of the Information assumes the entire risk of any use it may make 
or permit to be made of the Information. NONE OF MSCI INC. OR ANY OF ITS SUBSIDIARIES OR ITS OR THEIR DIRECT OR INDIRECT SUPPLIERS OR ANY THIRD PARTY INVOLVED IN THE MAKING 
OR COMPILING OF THE INFORMATION (EACH, AN “INFORMATION PROVIDER”) MAKES ANY WARRANTIES OR REPRESENTATIONS AND, TO THE MAXIMUM EXTENT PERMITTED BY LAW, EACH 
INFORMATION PROVIDER HEREBY EXPRESSLY DISCLAIMS ALL IMPLIED WARRANTIES, INCLUDING WARRANTIES OF MERCHANTABILITY AND FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE. WITHOUT 
LIMITING ANY OF THE FOREGOING AND TO THE MAXIMUM EXTENT PERMITTED BY LAW, IN NO EVENT SHALL ANY OF THE INFORMATION PROVIDERS HAVE ANY LIABILITY REGARDING ANY OF 
THE INFORMATION FOR ANY DIRECT, INDIRECT, SPECIAL, PUNITIVE, CONSEQUENTIAL (INCLUDING LOST PROFITS) OR ANY OTHER DAMAGES EVEN IF NOTIFIED OF THE POSSIBILITY OF SUCH 
DAMAGES. The foregoing shall not exclude or limit any liability that may not by applicable law be excluded or limited.
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RELATED TOOLS AND PRODUCTS

MSCI ACWI SUSTAINABLE IMPACT INDEX

Increase exposure to sustainable impact themes with 

this index, designed to select companies with a high 

net exposure to sustainable impact themes while 

maintaining minimum ESG standards.  

BARCLAYS MSCI GREEN BONDS INDICES

Identify sustainable impact companies in the fixed 

income space with these indices, designed to include 

securities with net proceeds tied to ‘green’ projects 

based on MSCI ESG Research eligibility criteria.

MSCI GLOBAL ENVIRONMENT INDEX

These indexes are designed to support various low 

carbon investment strategies and include the MSCI Low 

Carbon Indexes, MSCI Global Fossil Fuels Exclusion 

Indexes, and the MSCI Thematic Indexes. 

ABOUT MSCI ESG RESEARCH PRODUCTS AND SERVICES 

MSCI ESG Research products and services are provided by MSCI ESG Research Inc., and are designed to provide 

in-depth research, ratings and analysis of environmental, social and governance-related business practices to 

companies worldwide. ESG ratings, data and analysis from MSCI ESG Research Inc. are also used in the construction 

of the MSCI ESG Indexes. MSCI ESG Research Inc. is a Registered Investment Adviser under the Investment Advisers 

Act of 1940 and a subsidiary of MSCI Inc. 

http://www.msci.com/esg-integration

